810

Loi du 21 mai 2001
rd TRAITE ET ESCLAVAGE :

2011 CRIME CONTRE L'HUMANITE
,» Comité la Mé i
ANNEE | m ST Hiseifede PEaciNegs
OUTRE
MER

International symposium

Exhibiting slavery

Methods and practices in the museum

organised by the musée du quai Branly
and the Committee for the Memory and History of Slavery

a tribute to Edouard Glissant (1928-2011)

11", 12" and 13" May 2011

Theatre Claude Lévi-Strauss - musée du quai Branly
Free admission subject to availability

In the context of 2011, Year of Overseas Territories
With the support of the Cultural Services of the American Embassy
and the Permanent Delegation of Colombia to UNESCO

*muséeduquai Branly

o

EXPOSER
ESCLAVAGE

METHODOLOGIES ET PRATIQUES

COLLOQUE INTERNATIONAL
Acces libre sous réserve de p ! Théatre Claude Lévi-Strauss
www.quaibranly.fr 11/05/11 - 13/05/11

I
A




* Exhibiting slavery: methods and practices in the museum

To mark the tenth anniversary of the law of 21 May 2001, unanimously voted by the French
Parliament and which concerns the recognition of the slave trade and slavery as "crime against
humanity", the Committee for the Memory and History of Slavery (CMPHE) and the musée du
quai Branly are organising an international symposium on the theme "Exhibiting slavery".

The slave trade and slavery have profoundly transformed the geography of the world. In addition to
globalising economies, they affected law, philosophy, and the arts, and brought into contact
different cultures, languages, knowledge and beliefs. Over recent decades, historians have begun
to look again at the history of these centuries, re-examining archives and opening up new lines
of research. Their work has enriched the museography of slavery and the work of artists, novelists
and filmmakers.

The legacies of slavery are complex and multiple: the experience of exile and deportation, the
creation of new cultures, beliefs and knowledge, societies and Creole cultures - all bear witness to
the impact of slavery. The constant struggle of slaves for their freedom has contributed to the
extension of democratic ideals, and the abolitionist movement was one of the first major
international movements for human rights.

Such an upheaval makes natural subject matter for the musée du quai Branly: venue for exhibitions,
debates and discussions; scene of citizenship.

The museography of the slave trade, of slavery and their abolition raises numerous questions,
which this conference proposes to examine.

How does the slave take his place in the museum?

How can we make clear the torture, punishments, exile, loss, resistance, complicity, creation and
their contemporary traces?

How can we approach temporality and the exhibition space: what to start with, when, and in what
location?

This conference unites museum heads, researchers, artists and intellectuals from Africa, the
Americas, Europe, metropolitan France and the Overseas Territories.

During this conference, the participants will first discuss the following questions: Is it necessary to
exhibit slavery? Why? What slaveries? For which public?

Following these considerations, the conference will compare practical experiences in
museography in institutions and historic sites, then consider, with artists and researchers,
examples of creation and mediation relating to slavery.

The organisation of the conference is based on round table discussions, each dedicated to an aspect
of the exhibition of slavery in museums.

Each of these sessions is introduced by a summary, followed by a round table discussion among half
a dozen speakers.

A summary and general discussion will close the conference, and the proceedings will be published.






